
•• 
~ ~ ~ 
~ ' a -~ ~ 

 

   
 

Not Your Typical Student:
Advanced Freshman Evaluation 

UC High School Counselor Conference 
September 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome & Introduction



  

2000 Ted Goff \W,w. edgoff.com 

"You're not allowed to use 
the sprinkler system to keep 

your audience awake." 

UNIVERSITY 

CALIFORNIA 

 

 

 

 

Session Overview 
Meeting Subject Requirements:
• English Composition/Literature 
• Mathematics 
• Language other than English 
• Visual & Performing Arts 

Validation vs. Repeats 

Alternate Admission Paths 

Atypical Coursework 

Questions 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Atypical Coursework Includes: Homeschool, international, college courses, online courses, etc.




 
 

 

“Outside the box” 
options for meeting 
subject requirements 
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English Comp/Literature – area ‘B’ 

 Area B Requirements 

 ESL/ELD 

 ACT/SAT/SAT Subject Test/AP & IB exams 

 College courses 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Area B Requirements – 4 years or 8 semesters of college prep English Composition and Literature

Acronyms - ESL: English as a Second Language/ELD: English Language Development

Only one year of an advanced ESL/ELD course can be used to meet the four-year requirement. A non-ESL/ELD college-prep English course is required in the senior year; a senior-year-level course in English composition/ literature is not specifically required.

ACT combined English/Writing or English Language Arts: Score of 24 meets the first three years; score of 30 meets the entire four-year requirement. 

SAT (old) Writing section: Score of 560 meets first three years; score of 680 meets entire four-year requirement. SAT Writing and Language Test (new): Score of 31 meets first three years; score of 36 meets entire four-year requirement.

SAT Subject Test in Literature: Score of 560 meets first three years.

AP English Language and Composition or AP English Literature and Composition exam score of 3, 4 or 5 meets all four years of the requirement. IB HL English: Literature (formerly IB Language A1 English) exam score of 5, 6 or 7 meets all four years of the requirement. 

A non-transferable college English composition and literature course meets one of the first three years of the requirement. A UC-transferable college English comp/lit course meets the entire requirement.  A college course used to meet the 12th grade year of English must be transferable. Courses must be completed with a letter grade of C or better and must be at least 3 semester or 4 quarter units.

Students can take more than one English course in an academic year.
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Q: A student took ESL/ELD courses in 9th, 10th, and 11th grade. In 
12th grade, the student enrolls in English 1 at Santa Monica
College – a transferable English composition course – and
passes the course with a C grade. Has this student met the 
area ‘b’ requirement? 

A: Yes, a letter grade of C or better in a transferable English
composition course will meet the entire 4-year area ‘b’
requirement. 

Q: A student took the ACT combined English/Writing exam and
received a score of 24 which satisfies 3 years of the 
requirement.  They took English in each 9-11th grade but are 
not taking an English course in 12th grade.  Have they met the 
area ‘b’ requirement? 

A: No, the exam satisfies the first 3 years of the requirement, as 
opposed to any 3 years. 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q1: Although the student is only allowed one year of ESL toward the area ‘b’ requirement, the letter grade of “C” in a transferable college English composition meets all of the missing years. Even if the student had completed English 1 in 9th grade and did no additional English courses in high school, the requirement would still have been met. The bottom line is that a transferable college English composition course will meet all four years of the area ‘b’ requirement.

Q2: The “first three years“ means 9th-11th grade; to meet the fourth year of English, the student would have needed a score of 30 or better on the combined English/Writing portion of the ACT.
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Mathematics- Area ‘C’ 

• Single discipline math sequence 

Algebra I Geometry Algebra II 

• 3 years* of mathematics required 
• A geometry course must be attempted 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*3 years of math means the equivalent of 3 years; with validation, a student may be able to complete area ‘c’ with just 2 years of math (i.e., Geometry + Algebra II)
*3 years does not mean that a student must complete 3 years of math while enrolled in high school; high-school-level math courses completed in 7th & 8th grade are acceptable
To meet area ‘C’ subject requirement, students following a single-discipline math sequence must complete a course in geometry
SAT, ACT, IB and AP exams can be used to meet 2 years of the area ‘c’ requirement (Algebra 1 and Algebra 2) but not geometry
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Mathematics- Area ‘C’ 
• Integrated math sequence 

Integrated 
Math I 

Integrated 
Math II 

Integrated 
Math III 

• Integrated Math vs Single Discipline Math 
• Math I ≈ Algebra I 
• Math II ≈ Geometry 
• Math III ≈ Algebra II 
• Math IV ≈ Pre-Calculus or higher 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To meet area ‘C’ subject requirement, students following an integrated math sequence must complete an integrated math course that contains sufficient geometry content.
UC allows students to self- report on the admission application an integrated math high school-level course completed in 7th and/or 8th grade
SAT, ACT, IB and AP exams cannot be used to meet the geometry portion of the requirement
Note that UC has approximated integrated math courses to single discipline math for purposes of validation, repeats, and combining multiple types of math, but they are not fundamentally identical courses; Integrated Math courses teach elements of Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Calculus, Statistics, etc., in each year of the course 
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Combinations of Single Discipline and
Integrated Mathematics 

The following includes a few sample combinations: 

Algebra I  + Geometry + Math III 
Math I + Math II + Math III 
Math I + Geometry + Algebra II 
Math I + Geometry + Math III 
Math I + Math II + Algebra II 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please reference page 18 in the quick reference guide for more possible combinations. 
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Geometry Requirement 
Geometry validation – grade deficiency 

Geometry: 
F D 

Precalculus: 
C C 

Validates 

Math II 
D F 

Math III 
*contains Geometry 

content 

C C 

Validates 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
The omission of the first semester of an integrated course with sufficient geometry content (Math II) can be validated by successful completion of the second semester of an integrated course with sufficient geometry content with a letter grade of C or better.
The omission of a yearlong integrated course with sufficient geometry content (Math II) can be validated by a higher level integrated math course (Math III) with a letter grade of C or better
The omission of a yearlong Geometry course cannot be validated by Algebra II, Trigonometry, Pre-Calculus, or Calculus
Geometry is a requirement, so if a student is not able to meet the requirement through a course or validation admissions is not guaranteed. Their application will be reviewed but selection may vary with each campus.
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Geometry Requirement 
Geometry validation – course omission 

Geometry: 
-- --

Precalculus: 
C 

Validates 

Geometry 
Semester 1: 

--

Geometry 
Semester 2: 

BExcept:: 
Validates 

Math I 
B C 

Math III 
*contains Geometry 

content 

C C 
Math II 
-- --

omission of 
Math II 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
The omission of a single-subject yearlong Geometry course cannot be validated by higher level coursework, with one exception: the second semester of Geometry will validate the omission of the first semester of Geometry
Test scores and college courses cannot validate the omission of Geometry
The omission of the first semester of an integrated course with sufficient geometry content (Math II) can be validated by successful completion of the second semester of an integrated course with sufficient geometry content with a letter grade of C or better.
The omission of a yearlong integrated course with sufficient geometry content (Math II) can be validated by a higher level integrated math course (Math III) with a letter grade of C or better
Geometry is a requirement, so if a student is not able to meet the requirement through a course or validation admissions is not guaranteed. Their application will be reviewed but selection may vary with each campus.
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9th grade 10th grade 11th grade 12th grade 

Math II  F F Math III B F Pre-Calc C C AP Calc IP  PL 

Mathematics Requirement 
Q1: Has the student met the Area ‘C’ Requirement? 

YES 

Q2: Which of the following is a proper combination of
single discipline and/or Integrated Math to meet the
area C? 

A. Math II + Math IV 
B. Algebra II + Precalculus
C. Algebra I + Math II 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Answer 1: Yes, the B in Math III validates the grade deficiency in Math II and the course omission of Math I, Pre-Calc validates the F in Math III. The student will have the equivalent of 8 semesters of math completed by the end of 11th, with the validations taken into consideration.
Answer 2: A. Math II + Math IV. Math IV validates the omission of Math III and meets the full requirement; Precalculus cannot validate the omission of Geometry; and Math II does not cover sufficient Algebra II content to complete the area “c” requirement
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Mathematics Requirement 
Q1: True or False: 

A “C” letter grade in a transferable college Calculus 
course will validate the entire math requirement. 

Q2: True or False: 
Students who complete Algebra 1 and Geometry in
7th/8th grades are still required to complete 3 more 
years of math in high school. 

Q3: Based on the grades presented did the student meet
the geometry requirement?

NOGeometry: C D 
AP Statistics: C B 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Answers: 
Q1: False; no course – high school or college – will validate the omission of a geometry course
Q2: False; the requirement is 3 years, or the equivalent of 3 years; if the student completes just one year (or just the second semester) of Algebra 2 in high school after completing Algebra 1 and Geometry in middle school, the requirement will be met
Q3: No. Statistics will validate only Algebra I and Algebra II, but does not validate geometry. Precalculus, trigonometry, math analysis, and calculus would validate the grade deficiency in Geometry.
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Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
• Requirement: Two years, or the equivalent of the 2nd level of LOTE. 
• High school level LOTE in 7th & 8th grade is acceptable. 
• Higher levels validate lower levels. 

Q1: A student took Chinese 1, 2 & 3 at Sunday Chinese School, 
which is not accredited and does not have an a-g course list. Have 
they met area ‘e’? 

A: No, students cannot use unapproved courses to meet area ‘e.’ 
However, the high school can choose to allow principal 
certification for the Chinese courses to meet the LOTE 
requirement. 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Principal Certification – most commonly seen with language courses
Principal Certification notes: Certification should be based on the judgment of language teachers, advice of professional or cultural organizations with an interest in maintaining language proficiency, or other appropriate sources of expertise. The principal notes the certification of competency on the student’s transcript with the language and level of proficiency. The student must be certified by the principal as proficient at the 2nd level of high school study or higher to meet the requirement.
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Language Other Than English (LOTE) 
Community college coursework 
Barstow Community College – ASSIST.org 

Q2: Student completes SPAN 1A only. Has the student met the LOTE
requirement? 

A: No, SPAN 1B is the course that corresponds to the 2nd level of high school
study. SPAN 1A alone is not sufficient to meet the requirement. 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Q2 notes: Students should check assist.org to ensure language courses are the equivalent to two years of high school study. At Barstow Span 1A does not equate to two years of high school language, so SPAN 1A alone is not enough to meet the LOTE requirement. One term of a language course may or may not equate to two years of high school language. 

Note: SPAN 1B alone would meet the requirement, even if the student skipped SPAN 1A. SPAN 1B validates 1A.


http:ASSIST.org
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Visual & Performing 
Arts (VPA) 

Dance Music 

Theater Inter-
disciplinary 

Visual Arts 

VPA Criteria 
 1 yearlong course or 2 
semesters from same 
discipline 

 Online high school VPA 
courses acceptable if on a-g 
course list 

 Online college VPA courses 
acceptable if transferable 
and 3 sem/4 qtr units each 

 Students may repeat same 
VPA course multiple times 
for credit 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acceptable disciplines: dance, music, theater, visual arts or interdisciplinary arts
2 semesters from the same discipline are OK
Doesn’t have to be a yearlong course
Doesn’t have to be taken consecutively (ex. 1sem in 9th grade, 2nd sem in 11th grade is OK)
We accept approved online high school VPA courses, but must be on the course list.
If course at the CCC meets area 3A (Arts) of IGETC, then it probably meets VPA. Not guaranteed, but a good indicator.
For example, students can fulfill the Area F – Visual & Performing Art requirement with a single semester of a UC transferable college course. Students should always refer to ASSIST.org for course transferability. 

Example: If a student takes 4 semesters of symphonic band in 10th and 11th, how many courses or which grades are included in the GPA calculation? All of them.
Example: If student takes one semester-long or quarter-long course at a CCC, will that meet the entire requirement?
Use course that meet the IGETC area 3A (use TCA)
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DANCES 303 
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Visual & Performing Arts 
Los Angeles City College – ASSIST.org 

Q: Which of the courses above, if any, meets
the VPA requirement? 

A: DANCEST 805 is the only course to meet
the requirement; all other courses are only 1
unit each. 
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Presentation Notes
If course at the CCC meets area 3A (Arts) of IGETC, then it probably meets VPA. Not guaranteed, but a good indicator.
For example, students can fulfill the Area F – Visual & Performing Art requirement with a single semester of a UC transferable college course. Students should always refer to ASSIST.org for course transferability. 
Q&A notes: One semester-long or quarter-long transferable course of 3 semester or 4 quarter units minimum at a CCC satisfies the entire requirement


http:ASSIST.org
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Validation vs. Repeats 

VALIDATION 

• Completing the next level
of a subject with a letter
grade of C or better 

• Does NOT replace a
deficient grade 

• Only allowed for MATH 
and LOTE 

REPEATS 

• For A-G courses where a D 
or F grade was earned 

• Regular courses cannot
repeat UC-approved
honors courses 

• Must have similar 
curriculum to the original 
course 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Validation: By completing the next level of a subject with a C or better, the student is proving (or Validating) that the knowledge they gained in the previous term or year was sufficient enough to move on and earn satisfactory or higher grades at the next level. 
Validation does not replace a deficient grade
Only allowed for Math and LOTE subject areas

Repeats: Allowed for a-g courses in which a D or F grade was originally earned. 
Regular courses cannot be used as a repeat of a UC-approved honors course
Repeat course must have curriculum similar to the original course

If deficient grades earned in grades 10 & 11 are validated, the deficient grades are still included in the UC freshman admission GPA calculation.
English cannot be validated. Students should repeat the course, or take additional English courses to meet the requirement.
A course can be repeated as many times as needed to achieve a letter grade of C or better
UC does not average grades for repeated courses, but utilizes the letter grade received in later attempt to calculate into the UC GPA calculation
Repeated courses do not have to be the exact same course, but should have similar content.
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Validation vs. Repeats
Q1: A student earned the following grades:

Biology A A 
Chemistry D B 
Has the student met the lab science requirement?

A: No. UC does not allow validation of lab science. 

Q2: My student received a D in Intermediate Algebra in 10th 

grade, then took Pre-Calc in 11th grade and received a B. 
Is the D grade calculated in their GPA?
A: Yes. Pre-Calc will validate the subject requirement, but

the D grade can only be replaced if Intermediate Algebra
is repeated. 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Q1 notes: Only subject areas of sequential knowledge can be validated. For UC, there are only two areas of sequential knowledge: math and LOTE. With a D grade in the first semester of Chemistry, the student is deficient one semester of lab science. The student will need to either repeat the D grade in Chemistry, or complete a year of another lab science course that is not from the same discipline as the Biology course (the two years of lab science must be from two different disciplines).



 Alternate Admission 
Paths 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While most students follow the traditional path to freshman admission (subject, GPA and test requirements), there are a couple of paths to admission that do not require completing the a-g subject requirements.
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Admission by Examination 

ACT w/
Writing 
OR SAT 
w/ Essay 

SAT 
Subject
Test #1* 

SAT 
Subject
Test #2* 

UC Score 
total 

(CA): 410 

Minimum Minimum Minimum 
UC Score: UC Score: UC Score: 
63 63 63 

UC Score calculation link: 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/freshman/requirements/examina
tion/index.html 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Requirements: ACT w/ Writing or SAT w/ Essay, and 2 SAT Subject Tests in two DIFFERENT areas AND minimum of UC score of 63 on each component of each exam in addition to UC Score total is 410 (425 for non-residents)
UC Score calculation link: http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/freshman/requirements/examination/index.html
If student has completed a transferable course college w/ C grade or higher in a subject area, the student cannot use an SAT Subject Test in that same subject area to meet admission by exam requirements (for instance, if student completed a college Biology course, the student cannot then use an SAT Biology Subject Test as one of the two SAT Subject Tests needed for admission by exam)
Students who are eligible by examination are not guaranteed a spot at UC
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Admission by Exception 
• Each campus can offer admission

to a few students who do not 
meet all the minimum 
requirements 

• Explanation about lack of
minimum requirements in the 
Personal Insight Questions (PIQs)
and/ or additional comments 
section 

• No request required Yes! 
It’s campus dependent! 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Campuses can admit a limited number of students by exception whose record fails to meet ALL of the minimum requirements for admissions
Homeschooled students 
Students with an exceptional talent
Students cannot request to be admitted by exception, and the decision to make an exception rests solely with the Admissions Office
No campus is obligated to make an exception for any student



 Not your typical 
coursework 
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College Courses & Dual Enrollment 

A-G 

College
Courses 

College 
Credit 

AP 
Repeats 

College Courses are reported on the application with the honors designation of “CL” 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students may opt to take college courses while in high school. They may choose to attend a CC outside of school hours, online, or a college course may be offered on their high school campus.  
What are some of the benefits of students completing college courses while in high school?  
College Credit – Students can earn college credit for college courses taken in high school as long as they are UC transferable, and credit appears with grade/units on a college transcript. The course can be offered at the HS. The key is whether or not a college transcript is being issued. No college transcript – no transferable credit. 
A-G Requirements – Students can complete A-G requirements with college coursework as long as the course is UC-transferable* and completed with a “C” or better. In general, one semester/quarter of a college course is equivalent to one year of high school coursework.
	*Exception of English and Math. (See following slide)
AP repeats – UC sees AP courses and college courses as being at the same level. Therefore, if a student receives lower than a “C” in an AP course, they can repeat the subject by successfully completing with a “C” or better an equivalent course at a CCC. For example, student gets a “D” for AP Calc AB and then takes “Calc I” at a community college and earns a “B.” We would consider that a successful repeat and use the “B” in the GPA calculation. 
Honors credit: Transferable courses will be awarded honors points in the GPA calculation within the limitations for honors points (http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/freshman/requirements/gpa-requirement/index.html)

Unit Requirement: Only 3 semester/4 quarter unit transferable courses can be used to meet an a-g requirement (and, for English and Math, non-transferable courses of 3 semester/4 quarter units). One- and two-unit courses are not acceptable, nor can students combine low unit courses to make a full course. Each course must be worth 3 semester/4 quarter units each time it is taken in order for it to meet the requirement.
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 College Courses & Dual Enrollment 

Dual 
Enrollment 

College
Credit 

A-G 
Requirements 

IGETC Associate 
Degree 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dual Enrollment or Middle College programs are usually between a California high school and a California Community College. However, whether the dual enrollment program is between a CCC and CA HS or non CCC, we will evaluate all college courses the same.
Dual enrollment is different than a student simply taking college courses on their own in that the curriculum is usually a collaborative effort by both the high school and college.  
When applying students must still list courses & grades in the application under the college name within the appropriate year. 

What are some of the benefits of students completing a Dual enrollment program? 
College Credit – Students can earn college credit for college courses taken in high school as long as they are UC transferable, and credit appears with grade/units on a college transcript. The course can be offered at the HS. The key is whether or not a college transcript is being issued. 
A-G Requirements – Students can complete A-G requirements with college coursework as long as the course is UC-transferable* and completed with a “C” or better. Dual enrolled students or Middle College students may be taking courses that concurrently meet both a high school diploma and college degree requirement.  
*Exception of English and Math. (See following slide)
IGETC – For the student enrolled in a dual enrollment program with a CCC, if they complete all requirements for a UC full IGETC, that IGETC will be honored at the time the student is awarded transfer credit by the UC campus they are attending, as long as the program/major accepts IGETC. 
Associate Degree – depending on the dual enrollment program the student is completing, they may be taking classes that allow them to meet the requirements for both high school diploma and an AA degree. 
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College Courses & Dual Enrollment
A – G Requirements 

Area B – English  and Area C – Math 

Transferable/ 
non 

transferable 
3 sem/4 qtr

units 
“C” or better College

Transcript 

Areas A, D, E, F, G 

Transferable 3 sem/4 qtr
units 

College
Transcript “C” or better 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For students using college coursework to meet A-G they must list the courses & grades in the application under the college name within the appropriate academic year.
If a student’s school is offering non-transferable CCC courses, they must be listed on the high school’s A-G course list in order to be used for a subject requirement.
The exception is English and math. they may be used to meet area “b” or “c” and Yes, can be listed in the regular subject area of the application – students must select the “I don’t see my courses” option then type in the name of their non-transferable English and/or math course(s) (and grade(s) earned).
For Area B English, senior year English cannot be completed with a non transferable college course. Non transferable courses can only be used to meet the first three years.
For Area C Math non transferable college courses can be used to meet the requirement. I.E. Intermediate algebra at the community college is a non transferable course, but could be used to meet the algebra 2 requirement for Area C.

For all other A – G requirements, a student must complete a UC transferable course in order to meet the requirement.
 
PLEASE NOTE: we will be asking for the separate college transcript whether or not the class is listed on the high school record. Additionally, for students who took non transferable courses, if they were enrolled at that college we will require a college transcript from that school.  
�
�
�
�
For Area B & C: Both transferable and non transferable college courses can be used to meet one of first three years of Area B – English. For 
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College Courses & Dual Enrollment 
Q: Should students enrolled in high school and college at 
the same time apply as a freshman or transfer? 

A: If the student has not yet graduated from high school, 
they must apply as a freshman. 

Q: Should high school students graduating early and
taking college courses after graduation apply as freshmen
or transfers? 

A: It depends. Students should check with each campus 
they are applying to for their policy. 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For students graduating from a Dual enrollment program, they should apply as a freshman. 
More time to completing degree
Resources for first time college student applicable to freshman
Will be with students their own age with similar learning experiences 
More financial aid
Admission requirements for freshman and transfers are different. A student applying as a transfer may be held to certain major prep requirements with a certain pre major prep GPA as part of the selection process. Students completing dual enrollment programs likely will not have completed the specific course requirements set by the campus they are applying to. 
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Homeschooled Students 

No transcripts? Program not
accredited? Not meeting
minimum requirements? 

No transcripts: 
Work with 

school district 
to obtain 
transcript 

Homeschool 
curriculum must 
be equivalent to

high school’s 

College 
courses 

Admission by
Examination 

SAT/ ACT and 2
SAT Subject 

Tests with UC 
Score of 410 

Admission by
Exception 

Combination 
of options for 
students with 
homeschool 

and high 
school records 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students who were homeschooled for part of their high school career but intend to graduate from your high school can do a combination of the options listed above: take college courses, double up on approved A-G courses from your high school (keeping in mind that area ‘c’, excluding Geometry and ‘e’ can be validated), take the required exams for admission by examination
Some homeschooling programs do not have transcripts
Sometimes homeschooled students are not able to complete all requirements in homeschooling setting
Families can also work with school districts to receive approval that the homeschool curriculum is equivalent to the high school curriculum in order to issue the homeschooled student an official transcript
Taking college courses is another way homeschooled students can make up deficiencies in curriculum
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Out of State Transcripts 
• UC does NOT approve out of state courses or establish a-g

course lists with non-CA schools (except online schools that 
serve CA students). 

• A-G requirements must be completed with a letter “C” grade 
or better. 

• Area F – Visual and Performing Arts must be a one yearlong
course or two semester courses from the same discipline. 

• UC accepts “pass along” credit from out of state schools 

COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Quick Reference Guide 2018 – pg 13 & 14)

When students have completed courses from out of state schools, UC does not review, approve or evaluate OOS work to determine subject equivalency. However, we use these courses to meet A-G subject requirements to benefit the students. We also take into account the fact that subjects like English, Math, Science and History are common graduation requirements across the nation. 

If a student has one semester of VPA OOS, the second semester must be completed in the same discipline in order to have the full requirement satisfied. 

When OOS students attend CA high schools there is an assumption/expectation that the new school’s administrators do due diligence to determine the correct placement in courses. So when schools use OOS courses toward their current high school graduation requirements, we accept it as such. 
This is referred to as “pass along” credit or certification of work.
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International & Domestic Transcripts 

All courses must be 
reported as they appear
on the original records. 

Utilize the “Additional 
Comments” section for 
assistance with review. 
• Explain grading systems. 
• Repetition of academic years. 
• Explain grading trends. 

UC requires official
International records and 
US domestic transcript. 
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Presentation Notes
Student should report their coursework and marks on the application, exactly as they appear on the international records. This includes the high school’s grading and the term systems.  No need to convert any of the information.

The staff reviewing the work are knowledgeable on various international grading systems and have excellent resources available to interpret those we are not familiar with.  Students should not convert scores into A-F or 100 pt. if that is not the original format of their grades earned at their local schools. 

When abnormal or unusual circumstances appear, we encourage students to provide an explanation under the Additional Comments section of the application. Ex; if the school uses a grading scale of 100 pt. but recognizes 85-100 as an A.

It is important to provide all work completed, including international courses which might have been repeated in the US. Ex: when a student completes 10th grade abroad then he gets placed in 10th grade upon enrollment in the US school. If this is the case, the grades for both years must be reported. UC does not allow repeats of the equivalent of C or better grades.

If admitted, students are required to submit official records from both school systems, the international and the domestic one. We do not accept “pass along credit” for international work; nor do we accept a copy of the international transcript your school may have on file.
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Meeting A-G with international work 
Completion of areas B (English) & E (LOTE) is
determined by the language of instruction 
(LOI) at the local school. 

Area F (Visual and Performing Art) can be
completed abroad. 

If graduating from a U.S. school, U.S. History 
must be completed in the U.S. 
COUNSELOR CONFERENCE 2018 
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Presentation Notes
(Quick Reference Guide pg 11-13)

To verify completion of the area B – English requirement we look at the language of instruction (LOI) at the international school. Students must have completed courses overseas in the native language of instruction in composition or literature.  We will use the language of instruction at the school of attendance to determine which course(s) meet the requirement.  Ex: if a student attended 9th & 10th grades in Mexico and the LOI is Spanish, then transfer to a US school for 11th and 12th, we look for Spanish composition and literature courses (usually indicated as Spanish language on the international academic record) in the 9th and 10th and English composition/literature in the 11th and 12th. 

VPA requirement is still required of students educated abroad or with a mixture of international and US coursework. We will accept international courses that seem to fit the VPA disciplines to meet the requirement. Ex; many Chinese high schools offer art or music courses within their academic programs. We must verify that they complete the full year of the same discipline. 

US history courses must be completed in the US when student graduates from a domestic high school. 
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Online Courses 

Must be UC-approved online high school courses OR U.S
regionally accredited college/university online courses. 

UC approved courses must be on the A-G Course List for the 
“physical” school OR the online school 

Laboratory science courses must include teacher-supervised,
hands-on labs for at least 20% of class. 

Principal Certification of online courses is not acceptable 
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UC Definition: More than half of the course’s primary instruction is done through internet-based methods with time and/or distance separating teacher and student

Online HS and College courses are acceptable for Lab Sciences (D) and VPA (F) if they meet the hands-on lab parameters
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Online Courses 
Online School 

• Instruction is conducted 
primarily over the internet 

• Must be regionally-
accredited in order for 
courses to meet a-g 
subject requirements 

• Example: BYU Independent
Study High School, APEX
Learning Virtual School 

Online Publisher 

• Develops curriculum which
they sell or license to local 
high school or district. 

• Course is taught and credit
issued by the home high
school, not the publisher 

• Example: BYU High School 
Suite, APEX Learning 
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ONLINE SCHOOLS: provide transcripts, instruction over the internet

ONLINE PUBLISHER: Courses must be listed on CA High School’s a-g list OR on an online high school’s a-g list. Approved a-g courses are not approved for students to directly enroll in through the online publisher; CA high school must adopt the course onto their own list and teach the course themselves.
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Principal Certification 
• Courses must be comparable to

other college-prep courses 

• Careful review of curriculum 
and/or testing the student’s
academic ability is required 

• Include course title, 
letter grades, and units earned
on the home transcript 
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Very rarely enacted, most commonly seen for LOTE
Not allowed for online courses
Examples of institutions from which courses might constitute principal certification
Non-accredited, non-online CA schools
Accredited, non-online high schools that do not have an a-g course list
University extension/continuing education programs
Language schools
International exchange programs
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Resources 
Quick Reference Guide to UC Admissions 
• http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-

reference-2018.pdf 

A-G Guide: http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/ 

ASSIST: http://assist.org 

UC Counselors and Advisers Bulletin 
• http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/resources/counse

lors-advisers-bulletin/index.html 

UC System Questions: askUC@ucop.edu 
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Leave this slide up while taking questions.

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-reference-2018.pdf
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/
http://assist.org/
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/resources/counselors-advisers-bulletin/index.html
mailto:askUC@ucop.edu


Thank you! 
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